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NEW YEAR'S EVE LOCK-IN was fun!!l Thanks to all whcame and welcomed 2010
with fun, fellowship, and food!! J

Your youth in the Middle School PBG class with Jefinge will focus offhe Three Sim-
ple Rules The Sr. High PBG class with Nikki Laird will @degin a movie study &fe-
locity. The two groups will continue to meet togethethia chancel at 9:45 am for Jam
Session and then go to their respective study arélas is an exciting time for the youth!!
Please take full advantage of the opportunities praded by your Youth Ministries
team!

Confirmation has begun!! Pray for Daniel Guzman, Laurren Ladwig, Jeremy Qean
and Sebastian Weakland and their mentors as thraplete the studies and become active,
full members of our church!

JANUARY ACTIVITIES:

January 8, NO YOUTH GROUP — Happy New Year!!

January 10 Youth Council, Noon, Littrell Hall ) %1
First Feast, Noon, Lunch by Jane Nolan!! N & ,/

January 1%, Youth Group, 1:30 — 3:00 pm, Youth Rooms S ,’

January 2% UMM/UMW Fish Fry, 3:45 — 7:00 pm, Sign up to —

help! C,%

January 24, Youth Group, 1:30 — 3:00 pm, Youth Rooms
January 31 Youth Group, 1:30 — 3:00 pm, Youth Rooms

***Youth are asked to bring a snack or beverageFost Feast Sunday. Your pantry is
low on juices but could also use some snacks aokie®. Thank you to those who are do-
nating regularly!!

Blessings in 2010

Love in Christ, Aline
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Children’s Ministries

Happy 2010 from the Children’s Ministries Committe#/e would like to take
this time to welcome our newest members Jennifeesand Nerissa Dixon.
There is plenty of room for anyone who would likehtave a say in what we do for
our children, so please contact Julie at 923-44@0u are interested! Thanks to
all past members who have agreed to another yadeditated service, too!

Calling all children interested in being an Acolyté/e invite children in the sec-
ond grade and older to be a very valuable partasheservice as an Acolyte.
There will be a training session in the sanctudar§®00 (immediately after the
youth are done with their praise session) on Jgn24t. Parents need to be pre-
sent as there is some paperwork to complete!

Speaking of Acolytes, January™i our Acolyte Recognition Sunday during each
service. So, even those of you that are cominghefflist need to be in church on
this Sunday!

Kids Club is set to begin an eight week journeylog at the life of Joseph. Our
curriculum is titled: You've Got Questions. He'©1GAnswers and our host for
this is Norm the resident “nerd”. Instead of S&#f we will have rap it up ses-
sions led by “Milkdud” and “Ban Daid” will also bgiving us some very good
tips! Itis sure to be a blast!!

Upcoming events include a Family Ice Skating tafeep River, Pj Movie Night,
Bunny Breakfast and more! Please keep your eydleotrifold for details!



PASTOR’S MUSINGS

January 1, 2010, January One Twenty-Ten204D, 1-1-10. No matter how we write it
or say it the fact is this is a brand new year. Nlogvquestion we are all asking is, or | hope it
is, what in the world are we going to do with 01D is a brand new year full of possibilities
and full of problems.

Now we can anticipate all of the problems, wesane to have, in this brand new year
and decide that we are never going to change dwava or our attitudes. We can hold fast
to the past and wax nostalgic about the good ojd da we become mired down and despon-
dent. Or we can look forward with anticipation anditement at what God is unfolding be-
fore our very eyes. We will experience the workha Spirit in our families, in our church
and in our homes and communities, and even ouiselve

You see with the advent of a new year we get anathance to be. To BE more then we
were last year. To DO more than we did last yeatQVE more than we did last year, to
LISTEN and to SPEAK more than we did last yeais urs to take and shape into what we
choose. We cannot change last year’'s mistakes dgaw learn from them and strive not to
repeat them. This is a brand new year! Say it &aidhdt. Shout it and pray it.

| am excited to fall into this new adventure whigbd has already prepared for each of
us, excited for my church family and excited to malew friends and embrace the new pos-
sibilities. This is a brand new year, brand newbEane this gift with me, embrace and cele-
brate this brand new year in Jesus Christ our Lord.
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United Methodist

Women

Jan & Executive Board Planning Session/Lounge/9:30am
16 UMW Sunday both Services/Rev. Anne Kumeh speaking
21 Fish Fry Salad Prep/8:30am
2% Fish Fry Set Up/9:30am
2% Fish Fry Final Prep/1:00pm
29 Fish Fry/4:00-7:00pm
30  General Meeting/9:30am/Rev. Linda Skaggs/Littrll

As the New Year starts, there is so much whicthéamk everyone. Thank you for bak-
ing cookies, bringing in your gently used items aonching out and supporting the Christmas
Bazaar. Thank you for your coat donations. Weatkuh approximately 75 coats to 2
women’s shelters & 41 to the Hammond men’s shell@rank you for supporting the Food
Pantry and a special thanks to Carl & Eunice Bod&etaking on the responsibility of the
Pantry & Food Baskets. They are doing a wondéoful Also, thank you for the mitten tree
donations and for Bernie Sohn & Nina Thompson wiakensure it is put up every year.

January is an exciting month for us because wedagbbnor individuals for their out-
standing service to our church. This will be dolveing both services on the Jari"10we
are honored to have Rev. Anne Kumeh to speak duhi@gervices. She has ministered at
Hammond First, South Bend, was a missionary in fi#hand is currently the pastor at a
small church in Ambia, Indiana. She spoke at dneuo General Meetings and some have
met her through the Emmaus Walk. You will enjoy $&rmon.

Another event you don’t want to miss will be oanJ3®" General Meeting. It will be a
combination Brunch, Quilt show and Inspirationak&8ker. If you have a quilt, you would
like to show, please let us know. We would lovéeh&ve as many as possible. The theme
will be “The Earth is but a Quilt” and our speakel be sharing some of her quilts, as well.
Come join us.

Finally yet importantly, it's Fish Fry time. Adveays, we need your help in so many
ways. Please watch for the sign up sheets. Yelg is what keeps us going. Thanks so
much.

Sharon Ford
sharford@sbcglobal.net



Worship Music

The_mk you to all who ordered poinsettias tqhe Chancel Handbells are happy to wel-
beautify our church. Thank you, also, t0 evez,mea Elaine Waples as a new ringer. Elaine
ryone who helped remove the Christmas dec

rations and pack them away for next year. %'icked up her first handbell and played it as a
This month our Worship Committee will atural”. We also want to thank Jennifer

begin the new church year with new leadefMeyers Sullivan who is always willing to sub--

Sh|p and some new memberS. Judy Neal Wm“tute When the need arises, and She IS IN
be the new chairperson, replacing Judiown. Our group would welcome new ringers

Walker, and John and Sally Blackstone, Bowho can read music and are available to prac-
and Linda McKechnie, and Donna Roan wiltice before choir at 6:00 p.m. on Wednesday
be coming onto the committee. Dave Floygvenings.

will continue to serve another year. Thank
you to all who have served and to all who will
be serving.

A special thank yowgoes to those who )
served as liturgists for the month of Decem- TheHanging of the Greerteremony on
ber. These were Chuck Bailey, MargareNovember 22 was a huge success! Many
Christenson, Sharon Ford, B.J. Geyer, Dorikave suggested that we make this an annual
Meyer, Amy Ogrentz, Marion Quint, andevent. We had a great turnout of members,
Theresa Weakland. _ and everyone was excited to be preparing the

Our ushers also do a great job and deggnctuary for Christmas. All enjoyed a plenti-
serve aspecial thank yowas well. For8i45, | pyffet and warm fellowship afterwards.
Roberta Huitaing, Bil Jones. Nichelle Kahar. 127K You {0 everyone who partcipated, and

' . thank you to Sheila Johnson and the Fellow-

chik, Bob McKechnie, David Meyer, Ryan " " . .
Riggle, Bill Schocke, Jeff Schroeder, MarilynSh'p Task Team for their generous help is get-

Schroeder, Don Watkins, Joyce Weaklanding the food ready. t
and Judie Woodard. On Sunday, December ", 3our congre-

For 11:00, the ushers are John Black-gation was blessed with a delightful musical
stone, Sally Blackstone, Bob Burk, Richportrayed by our children: Guess Who's
Heusing, Jack Johnson, Roylene KeslinComing to BethlehemA Musical Manger
George Klisurich, Kristin Klisurich, Dan Mat- Mystery written by Michael & Jill Gallina.
tison, Margaret McNabney, Sharon Merrifield,jjie Burk, the children and their parents did a
Judy Neal, Don Schiewer, and Joan Waters. fabulous job of presenting the wondrous

Finally, ahugethank you to the five peo- p jsimag story in an awesome way. Thank
ple who recruit and schedule all the people

| :
above: Judy Neal, the liturgists;BJ Geyer you so much! It was deeply moving.

and Joyce Weakland the 8:45 ushersDan It is within this young children’s ministry
Mattison andRich Heusing the 11:00 ush- that lies the future of our congregation. The

ers. You continue to do a fine job and arghildren learned, praised and withessed baby
greatly appreciated!

Margaret Christianson
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Jesus through a musical play and their par-
ents were actively involved. What an inspira-
tional way to “grow” a church! We strongly en-
courage Julie to do another musical in th
spring.

Chancel Choir congratulates Jason and Jer
nifer Walsh on the arrival of their new son, Jack-
son Robert! We welcome Jackson into the
world, and hope that he likes to sing like his January 3
daddy. Holy Communion

“Words That Changed the World”
John 1:1-9, 10-18

Worship in
January

Food Pantry

January 10
UMW Sunday

Rev. Anne Kumeh

On December 12, 2009, food and sundries wer
distributed to thirty-three families. Without January 17
your generous help this would not have beer«p| For One: One For All”

possible. Thank you! 1 Corinthians 12:1-11

A big “thank you” is also in order to those who

helped in the packaging and distributing. Those January 24

helping were Margaret Christenson, Seren:“We Need Two Feet to Walk”

Smith, Judy Neal, Nina Thompson, and Donne 1 cqrinthians 12:12-13a

Schiewer. .
Acolyte Recognition

The next step is getting our shelves replenishec

Always in need are non-perishables (canne(January 31

fruits and vegetables); paper products; tooth «“Before the Box”

paste; shampoo; cereal; sugar; laundry, dish, ar jaremiah 1:4-10

hand soap; jello; baking mixes; pasta; past: 4 ;
sauce; canned tuna and/or salmon; peanut butt = '}
and jelly; and soup.

Again, thank you for all that you’ve done in the \ .

past. This is an excellent way for our Church tc
extend a helping hand to our local community.




Bulletin Board

THANK YOU to the volunteers who
assembled the January Inspire: Bob Burk,
Serena Smith, Bernie Sohn and Linda

McKechnie.
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TheDEADLINE for the next INSPIRE
newsletter will be:
12:00 NOON on Tuesday,
January 19, 2010
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To the Methodist Church of Griffith:
Thank you so much for the food basket and
gifts. | am very thankful and | appreciate it
very much.

Alice Escimillia

Office/Staff

PLEASE
NOTE: Begin-
ning the first week
of January, the new
church office hours
will  be Monday
through Thursday
8:30 a.m.—2:30: p.m

Lay Leader

The six churches in our Mid-Lake Cluster
collected more than $1500 toward the Ce-
dar Lake Project Love food pantry. Our
church made this project a part of our of-
fering in early November. The United
Methodist Women also contributed gener-
ously toward the group effort. The collec-
tions were gathered at the Charge Confer-
ence and presented to the Cedar Lake
United Methodist Church. Project Love
provided food to 6844 people in 2009.
Thanks to all who contributed to this wor-
thy endeavor.

United Methodist

Men

@ +-§ Join us for our next
e «=” [t meeting on January

Fe“nwshin 3rd, 2010 at 7:30

a.m. in Littrell Hall.

Our coat drive in December was a big suc-
cess. We collected 75 women’s and chil-

dren’s coats and 41 men’s coats. These
were distributed to the Sojourner Home

and the Hammond Rescue Mission.

Thank you everyone for your generosity.

Don't forget our Fish Fry on Fri-
day, January 22nd. (We need lots
of helpers to make this a success)

Milestones Missions

A New Year, New Ideas and New Members

BIRTH

Let us start the 2010 year with new vigor and com-

mitment to help others in need and the strength to
do this. We will endeavor to help make changes in
the world around us and to keep our light shining.

December 9, 2009
Jackson Robert Walsh
Parents: Jason and Jennifer Walsh

Our two new member&obert Montgomery and
Bill Schocke, will help us to renew our spirits and

BAPTISM '
- accomplish much.

December 6, 2009 Some of the work planned for this year will in-
Zachary Tyburski clude:

Parents: Dennis & Lany Tyburski 1. 5th Sunday change collections on January 31st
May 30th, August 29th and October 31st.
2. Monthly volunteer work at the Food Bank.

3. A potato bake in April after the second service
4. The annual rummage sale in June.

5. The spaghetti dinner in September.

6. Our second community awareness day in April

The following were welcomed into our Of May.

congregation on Sunday, December 6,7' Mission trlp .to Henderson settlement at the end
2009 of June-beginning of July.

8. Collecting items for the Lucille Raines Home in
Indy, the East Chicago Nazareth Home, the
Children's Room at the Crown Point Court

House and many other local projects.

Membership

Dennis and Lany Tyburski
Bill and Jen Jones

Karen Mills We hope to be very active in our own church and in
our locals communities. If any of you would like
to participate in any project, just let us knowve

\ ' / hope for your continued support and generosity to

make our light shine and make changes in the

world around us. [\

Welcome!



Book Study

Pastor's Book StudyCompanions in Christ:
Feeding on the Word: The Mind of Christ
will be held on Thursday evenings at 6:30 p.m.
for 6 weeks starting January 14th and ending
on February 25th. There will be no class on
February 4th.
The cost of the book is $10. Payment must be
turned into the church office by January 5th.
Watch for sign-up sheet.

Sanctuary

Enhancement

2009, A BANNER YEAR FOR SANCTU-
ARY ENHANCEMENTS !

What a joy it was to see the children’s presen-
tation of “Guess Who's Coming to Bethlehem”
on our expanded chancel. Such a program
would have been hard to stage in the original
chancel. Thanks to some very generous do-
nors we were able to accomplish this long
dreamed of project to make the chancel area
larger and more flexible in how it can be used.
The new hardwood floors and steps are not
only beautiful but they also help a great deal
with sound quality and our listening pleasure.
Now we are in the process of raising
money for new carpet. As of December
13, approximately $3,400 dollars have
been raised. An additional $4,800 needs to
come in before the carpet can be ordered.

The Kraftee Ladies have picked out a
lovely multicolored carpet that matches the
blues and purples in our beautiful windows
and includes flecks of red to go with our pew
cushions. Those generous ladies are paying
for the same carpet to be installed in the
lounge.

Wouldn't it be wonderful if we could have
new carpet in our sanctuary for our 2010
Easter celebration? Is God nudging you to
help us out? Our Sunday School children felt
the nudge and brought in $90 of their own
money! Way to go Kids! Please remember to
mark your carpet donations “for carpet”.

Dorothy King, Sanctuary Enhancement Chair-
person

Fellowship

Task Team

Game Night will be on Saturday, January’23
Come with your favorite game, some snacks
and prepare to have a fun evening. Beginning
in January, we will have a sign up sheet in
back of the church.

Our annual Dinner Dance will be on Saturday,
February 20. We will be selling tickets the
first of February. Prices have not been deter-
mined as of yet.

Also, our annual Soup Cook Off will be on
Saturday, March 20 Look for details in the
February Inspire and the church bulletin.

On Sunday, January 10, 2010 we will have an
old fashioned singspiration in the Sanctuary
from 4:30-5:30 p.m. followed by a potluck
dinner in the fellowship hall.

Membership

Care

Volunteers are so important to this church.
Without them, we would not have a choir and
Praise Team and handbells that enhance our
worship services; ushers that take care of the
visitors, collect the offering and clean up after
the services; Church Council that plans and
makes decisions for our church; Finance com-
mittee that keeps the checks and balances;
Sunday School teachers that care for our chil-
dren, youth and adult classes; Missions com-
mittee that does God’'s work throughout the
world; Fellowship Task Team that plans the
fun activities; Altar Guild that keeps the altars
shinning; communion stewards that provide
their service the first of the month; Properties
Committee that keeps the church in good
shape; Staff Parish Relations that care for the
Church staff and the Pastor; Endowment and
Memorials that care for our endowment fund
and maintain our Memorial book; Nominations
that try hard to fill all positions on Commit-
tees, the welcome center hostesses, liturgists,
website manager, auditor, those that help on
funeral dinners, those that take care of the
church grounds, the Men's Group, The
Women’'s Group, Kraftee Ladies, greeters,
acolytes; those that call or visit our shut-ins,
members in nursing homes and members that
are ill; the Monday morning counters, those
that collect the offering and take it to the bank;
and volunteers for extra activities; sound tech,
lay leaders, upgrade coordinator and all the
many, many other volunteer opportunities in
our church. Thank you to everyone that helps
to keep this church running and having a great
time doing it.

2010 MISSION TRIP
HENDERSON SETTLEMENT

Frakes, Kentucky
Hendersonsettlement.com
JUNE 27" THRU JuLy 3P

There will be an information meeting
January 2% at 3p.m. in Littrell Hall for
anyone who may be interested in being
part of the mission team. If you have any

guestions, please contact Jacky
McQueen (923-1150).




